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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Marmorstein (2003/0004418). Mannorstein discloses an apparatus and method for the 
quantification of autofluorescence of retina [0010] to determine the health of the fundus 
[0033] by measuring metabolic activity, with an excitation light source such as a 
mercury lamp or laser [0030] to provide an excitation light at a wavelength 
corresponding to excitation of flavoprotein autofluorescence , an image capture device 
adapated to record a single image representative of a retinal fluorescence signal 
generated in response to the excitation light [0037], including a filter that reduces 
background wavelengths from the retina fluorescence signal [0032], and an image 
intensifier adapted to increase the retinal fluorescence signal strength [0013, 0015, 
0034, 0043]. The filter prevents detection of wavelengths beyond those associated with 
flavoprotein auto-fluorescence [0032] and limit detection to the most meaningful 
wavelengths. 

The reference teaches the use of dichroic reflectors [0013] to align the excitation 
light with the retina or aligning other optics associated with a system for fluorescence 
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imaging to direct the excitation light towards the specimen [0030]. The image capture 
device may be a charged coupled device, a still camera, or a cooled charged coupled 
device camera [0032]. The processor is programmed to analyze the retinal 
fluorescence signal with respect to a second stored signal [0034] where contrast 
change would be determined based on the ratio of intensities of the different fluorescent 
peaks [0035]. 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO 892 for relevant references of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baisakhi Roy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 a.m. - 4p.m.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 




ELENI MANTIS MERCADER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



BR 



